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would not explain the position and teaching of their Church as I
have explained it. The Cardinal [Mercier] must take this fact into
account. . . . Another point. It must be admitted on our side that
we harbour a wide tolerance of opinions in themselves heretical.
They can often be excused by ignorance, but the fact is incon-
testable.12

The extract is worth quoting, since Halifax has been charged
with consistently if unintentionally misleading Continental
Roman Catholics as to the character and composition of the
Church of England. Neither in 1921 nor in 1894 did he attempt
to conceal the existence of hostile elements in his Church. But,
as he reminded Portal, the formularies themselves, and not in-
dividual interpretations of them, were what mattered. If the
formularies were such as to make Reunion possible, it was the
right and duty of Anglicans like himself to work for it.

There was, and probably would always be, a difference of
attitude.

The Church of England insists upon what is define, but allows
a considerable liberty of opinion upon everything that is not
strictly an article of faith, but with you it seems to me that there
are many matters which are not of faith but on which people are
not allowed to say what they like. I believe also that there was a
greater liberty in this respect in the Middle Ages than there is now.
This constitutes a real difference in procedure between you and
us, which it is necessary to take into full account.13

Halifax, the Dean, and Dr. Frere had a preliminary meeting
at 88 Eaton Square, at which they drew up 'An Outline of
Points' to guide them in the impending discussions. This Out-
line, which is printed in Dr. Frere's book14, laid down that the
objective of the meeting was

to make out a preliminary case for the holding of conferences
between Roman Catholics and Anglicans, with some real, though
at first informal, encouragement from the highest authorities on
both sides.15